Integration solutions in enterprises are complex and difficult to implement, but business integration still isn't a well-researched area. It's not a topic you can easily find in an IT course syllabus. B2B Integration: Concepts and Architecture gives you a solid business integration foundation. Author Christopher Bussler views mature B2B integration as a superset of three major integration types: A2A (application-to-application, intra-enterprise integration), B2B (business-to-business, inter-enterprise integration), and ASP (application service provider). He addresses principles, integration concepts and architecture, standards, and back-end systems.
Bussler begins his five-part book by introducing B2B integration, defining integration concepts and architecture, and classifying the integration functionality. He reviews many scenarios, then describes some fundamental preliminaries for the context of B2B integration. He discusses the integration concepts in detail, with examples, and uses an ideal integration as an example.
Next, Bussler outlines the B2B integration architecture's four layers: user interface, integration logic, connectivity, and persistence. He describes each layer's components and the components' interaction.
The author then focuses on the B2B integration life cycle, including aspects of modeling, deployment, change management, and monitoring. He also addresses concepts such as advertising and discovering.
Bussler closes by reviewing integration standards, research activity, and commercial product offerings. He briefly addresses some research projects and discusses B2B integration's future.
Bussler has rich industrial experiences with B2B integration that inform the book. It's comprehensive, covering nearly all the topics you'd find in industry. It's also systematically written with good illustrations and diagrams. I particularly liked the layered model Bussler proposes, which makes complex integration solutions simple to understand and easy to tackle. B2B Integration: Concepts and Architecture provides the whole picture of a total solution to B2B integration. You can easily map the book's concepts and models onto the B2B integration solution that you're working on. You can also easily discover whether the existing solution is good and what areas you still need to improve by applying knowledge from this book.
Conclusion
Overall, B2B Integration: Concepts and Architecture is an excellent textbook for beginners as well as a good reference book for experienced IT architects. However, because the book was published in 2003, some products and standards have already changed. I'd recommend that readers do a Web search for more recent information.
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